
 

Dear Music Educator, 

Over the past year the pandemic has led to a number of challenges for music programs in our 
state and across the country. The Michigan Music Education Association (MMEA) is working to 
provide you with important information and resources that may help you to navigate in 
advocating for your own music program and having materials available to assist in requesting 
money available to schools and programs as a result of Federal stimulus funding.  

There are three main areas of funding: 
● Cares Act / ESSER I 
● CRRSA / ESSER II 
● ARP / ESSER III 

These funding sources have been distributed to each state through a number of general and 
categorical funding sources. The State is in the process of distributing this funding through 
legislation, upwards of 4 billion dollars for education in the state of Michigan. 

Included in this document is: 
● A letter that can be manipulated and tailored to your specific needs of your program 
● Excerpts of the federal legislation that provided the funds to the state of Michigan. 

Specifically, the uses for each main package are outlined should you want to read through 
potential uses. 

The point of this money is to restore and assist in recovery of schools, programs and student 
related educational programming.  These funds will go through the end of 2024, with some 
already allocated. Please take the time and read through these important documents that could 
potentially assist your program through direct funding. 

Please contact me if I can be of assistance, 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Pratt 
Executive Director 
Michigan Music Education Association 



executive@mmeamichigan.org 
317-908-5747 

June #, 2021 

Dear (recipient name), 

During a 6me when teachers are seeking ways to engage with our students in the most 
meaningful levels we can in educa6on, music offers a unique and meaningful engagement that 
most disciplines cannot. We know that music offers a level of Social Emo6onal Learning (SEL) 
that is inherent in the music aesthe6c, whether it's elementary students bea6ng drums to 
choirs singing or bands playing – music is a healing and comprehensive art form that allows 
students to work together, find common ground and create something that many consider 
magical!  

As a prac66oner, I can assure you that it is far from magic in day-to-day work, but what it 
produces to audiences, our community and parents is simply that – magic! The pandemic has 
exacerbated social emo6onal issues that I believe music can assist in healing students' sense of 
isola6on and engagement. I need your help to accomplish this, though. 

Our program (specify general, choral, band, orchestra, etc) is in need of materials that the 
District is currently in a posi6on to provide as a result of Federal s6mulus monies. It is my 
understanding that the recent Cares Acts/ESSER/CRRSA/ARP funds gives a great deal of leeway 
in u6lizing these financial resources towards professional development, materials for 
instruc6on, and a list of other uses. I am wri6ng to request the following items and needs in 
ensuring our music program can deliver the magic our community needs. 

Below you will find a list of items that I am reques6ng be purchased u6lizing CARES, ESSER, 
CRRSA and/or ARP funding sources through the end of 2024.  

The items above will help to rebuild and strengthen our music program. I am confident that you 
will see the value in advoca6ng for the long term success of this program. I look forward to 
further discussion should you have any ques6ons or need addi6onal informa6on. 

Item Purpose Descrip6on
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Sincerely, 

USE OF CARES ACT, CRRSA AND ARP FUNDS (enacted March 2020) 

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund Sec. 18003(d) Use of Funds, (d) Uses 
of Funds.--A local educa6onal agency that receives funds under this 6tle may use the funds for 
any of the following: 

            (1) Any ac6vity authorized by the ESEA of 1965, including the Na6ve Hawaiian Educa6on 
Act and the Alaska Na6ve Educa6onal Equity, Support, and Assistance Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et 
seq.), the Individuals with Disabili6es Educa6on Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) (``IDEA''), the Adult 
Educa6on and Family Literacy Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), the Carl D. Perkins Career and 
Technical Educa6on Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.) (``the Perkins Act''), or sub6tle B of 6tle 
VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.). 
            (2) Coordina6on of preparedness and response efforts of local educa6onal agencies with 
State, local, Tribal, and territorial public health departments, and other relevant agencies, to 
improve coordinated responses among such en66es to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus. 
            (3) Providing principals and others school leaders with the resources necessary to 
address the needs of their individual schools. 
            (4) Ac6vi6es to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, children 
with disabili6es, English learners, racial and ethnic minori6es, students experiencing 
homelessness, and foster care youth, including how outreach and service delivery will meet the 
needs of each popula6on. 
            (5) Developing and implemen6ng procedures and systems to improve the preparedness 
and response efforts of local educa6onal agencies. 
            (6) Training and professional development for staff of the local educa6onal agency on 
sanita6on and minimizing the spread of infec6ous diseases. 
            (7) Purchasing supplies to sani6ze and clean the facili6es of a local educa6onal agency, 
including buildings operated by such agency. 
            (8) Planning for and coordina6ng during long-term closures, including for how to provide 
meals to eligible students, how to provide technology for online learning to all students, how to 
provide guidance for carrying out requirements under the Individuals with Disabili6es Educa6on 
Act (20 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.) and how to ensure other educa6onal services can con6nue to be 
provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local requirements. 
            (9) Purchasing educa6onal technology (including hardware, soiware, and connec6vity) 
for students who are served by the local educa6onal agency that aids in regular and substan6ve 
educa6onal interac6on between students and their classroom instructors, including low-income 



students and students with disabili6es, which may include assis6ve technology or adap6ve 
equipment. 
           (10) Providing mental health services and supports. 
           (11) Planning and implemen6ng ac6vi6es related to summer learning and supplemental 
aierschool programs, including providing classroom instruc6on or online learning during the 
summer months and addressing the needs of low-income students, students with disabili6es, 
English learners, migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and children in foster 
care. 
            (12) Other ac6vi6es that are necessary to maintain the opera6on of and con6nuity of 
services in local educa6onal agencies and con6nuing to employ exis6ng staff of the local 
educa6onal agency. 

CRRSA Act (enacted December 2020) 

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND SEC. 313.  
 (d) USES OF FUNDS.—A local educa6onal agency that receives funds under this sec6on may use the 
funds for any of the following:  

 (1) Any ac6vity authorized by the ESEA of 1965, including the Na6ve Hawaiian Educa6on Act and 
the Alaska Na6ve Educa6onal Equity, Support, and Assistance Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), the Individuals 
with Disabili6es Educa6on Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) (‘‘IDEA’’), the Adult Educa6on and Family Literacy 
Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Educa6on Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 
2301 et seq.) (‘‘the Perkins Act’’), or sub6tle B of 6tle VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.).  
 (2) Coordina6on of preparedness and response efforts of local educa6onal agencies with State, 
local, Tribal, and territorial public health departments, and other relevant agencies, to improve 
coordinated responses among such en66es to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.  
 (3) Providing principals and others school leaders with the resources necessary to address the 
needs of their individual schools.  
 (4) Ac6vi6es to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, children with 
disabili6es, English learners, racial and ethnic minori6es, students experiencing homelessness, and foster 
care youth, including how outreach and service delivery will meet the needs of each popula6on. 
 (5) Developing and implemen6ng procedures and systems to improve the preparedness and 
response efforts of local educa6onal agencies.  
 (6) Training and professional development for staff of the local educa6onal agency on sanita6on 
and minimizing the spread of infec6ous diseases.  
 (7) Purchasing supplies to sani6ze and clean the facili6es of a local educa6onal agency, including 
buildings operated by such agency.  
 (8) Planning for, coordina6ng, and implemen6ng ac6vi6es during long-term closures, including 
providing meals to eligible students, providing technology for online learning to all students, providing 
guidance for carrying out requirements under the IDEA and ensuring other educa6onal services can 
con6nue to be provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local requirements.  
 (9) Purchasing educa6onal technology (including hardware, soiware, and connec6vity) for 
students who are served by the local educa6onal agency that aids in regular and substan6ve educa6onal 



interac6on between students and their classroom instructors, including low-income students and 
children with disabili6es, which may include assis6ve technology or adap6ve equipment.  
 (10) Providing mental health services and supports. H. R. 133—750  
 (11) Planning and implemen6ng ac6vi6es related to summer learning and supplemental 
aierschool programs, including providing classroom instruc6on or online learning during the summer 
months and addressing the needs of low income students, children with disabili6es, English learners, 
migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care.  
 (12) Addressing learning loss among students, including low-income students, children with 
disabili6es, English learners, racial and ethnic minori6es, students experiencing homelessness, and 
children and youth in foster care, of the local educa6onal agency, including by— (A) Administering and 
using high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable, to accurately assess students’ academic 
progress and assist educators in mee6ng students’ academic needs, including through differen6a6ng 
instruc6on. (B) Implemen6ng evidence-based ac6vi6es to meet the comprehensive needs of students. 
(C) Providing informa6on and assistance to parents and families on how they can effec6vely support 
students, including in a distance learning environment. (D) Tracking student aoendance and improving 
student engagement in distance educa6on.  
 (13) School facility repairs and improvements to enable opera6on of schools to reduce risk of 
virus transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards, and to support student health needs.  
(14) Inspec6on, tes6ng, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects to improve the indoor 
air quality in school facili6es, including mechanical and non-mechanical hea6ng, ven6la6on, and air 
condi6oning systems, filtering, purifica6on and other air cleaning, fans, control systems, and window 
and door repair and replacement.  
 (15) Other ac6vi6es that are necessary to maintain the opera6on of and con6nuity of services in 
local educa6onal agencies and con6nuing to employ exis6ng staff of the local educa6onal agency.  

American Rescue Plan (ARP) (enacted March 2021) 
PART 1--DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

SEC. 2001. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND. 
       (e) Uses of Funds.--A local educa6onal agency that receives funds  
under this sec6on-- 
        (1) shall reserve not less than 20 percent of such funds to address learning loss through the 
implementa6on of evidence-based interven6ons, such as summer learning or summer 
enrichment, extended day, comprehensive aierschool programs, or extended school year 
programs, and ensure that such interven6ons respond to students' academic, social, and 
emo6onal needs and address the dispropor6onate impact of the coronavirus on the student 
subgroups described in sec6on 1111(b)(2)(B)(xi) of the Elementary and Secondary Educa6on Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311(b)(2)(B)(xi)), students experiencing homelessness, and children and 
youth in foster care; and 
        (2) shall use the remaining funds for any of the following: 
            (A) Any ac6vity authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Educa6on Act of 1965. 
            (B) Any ac6vity authorized by the Individuals with Disabili6es Educa6on Act. 
            (C) Any ac6vity authorized by the Adult Educa6on and Family Literacy Act. 



            (D) Any ac6vity authorized by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Educa6on Act of   
2006. 
            (E) Coordina6on of preparedness and response efforts of local educa6onal agencies with  
State, local, Tribal, and territorial public health departments, and other relevant  agencies, to 
improve coordinated responses among such en66es to prevent, prepare  for, and respond to 
coronavirus. 
            (F) Ac6vi6es to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, children  
with disabili6es, English learners, racial and ethnic minori6es, students experiencing  
homelessness, and foster care youth, including how outreach and service delivery will  meet 
the needs of each popula6on. 
            (G) Developing and implemen6ng procedures and systems to improve the preparedness  
and response efforts of local educa6onal agencies. 
            (H) Training and professional development for staff of the local educa6onal agency on  
sanita6on and minimizing the spread of infec6ous diseases. 
            (I) Purchasing supplies to sani6ze and clean the facili6es of a local educa6onal agency,  
including buildings operated by such agency. 
            (J) Planning for, coordina6ng, and implemen6ng ac6vi6es during long-term closures,  
including providing meals to eligible students, providing technology for online learning  to all 
students, providing guidance for carrying out requirements under the Individuals  with 
Disabili6es Educa6on Act and ensuring other educa6onal services can con6nue to  be 
provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local requirements. 
            (K) Purchasing educa6onal technology (including hardware, soiware, and connec6vity)  
for students who are served by the local educa6onal agency that aids in regular and  
substan6ve educa6onal interac6on between students and their classroom instructors,  
including low-income students and children with disabili6es, which may include assis6ve  
technology or adap6ve equipment. 
            (L) Providing mental health services and supports, including through the implementa6on  
of evidence-based full-service community schools. 
            (M) Planning and implemen6ng ac6vi6es related to summer learning and supplemental  
aierschool programs, including providing classroom instruc6on or online learning  during 
the summer months and addressing the needs of low-income students, children  with 
disabili6es, English learners, migrant students, students experiencing  homelessness, and 
children in foster care. 
            (N) Addressing learning loss among students, including low-income students, children  
with disabili6es, English learners, racial and ethnic minori6es, students experiencing  
homelessness, and children and youth in foster care, of the local educa6onal agency,  
including by-- 
                (i) administering and using high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable, to   
accurately assess students' academic progress and assist educators in mee6ng students'  
academic needs, including through differen6a6ng instruc6on; 



                (ii) implemen6ng evidence-based ac6vi6es to meet the comprehensive needs of  
students; 
                (iii) providing informa6on and assistance to parents and families on how they can   
effec6vely support students, including in a distance learning environment; and 
                (iv) tracking student aoendance and improving student engagement in distance  
educa6on. 
            (O) School facility repairs and improvements to enable opera6on of schools to reduce   
risk of virus transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards, and to support  
 student health needs. 
            (P) Inspec6on, tes6ng, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects to  
improve the indoor air quality in school facili6es, including mechanical and non- mechanical 
hea6ng, ven6la6on, and air condi6oning systems, filtering, purifica6on and  other air 
cleaning, fans, control systems, and window and door repair and replacement. 
            (Q) Developing strategies and implemen6ng public health protocols including, to the  
greatest extent prac6cable, policies in line with guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven6on for the reopening and opera6on of  
         school facili6es to effec6vely maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and  
other staff. 
            (R) Other ac6vi6es that are necessary to maintain the opera6on of and con6nuity of  
services in local educa6onal agencies and con6nuing to employ exis6ng staff of the local  
 educa6onal agency.


