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Deborah V. Blair is an Assistant Professor and Coordinator of Undergraduate Music Education at 

Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan, where she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses 

in music education. Blair has extensive experience in mentoring music teachers, including 

supervising student teachers and working with teachers in local districts and through Oakland 

Schools. A qualitative researcher, Deborah’s interests include the application of constructivist 

learning theory in general music, choral, and special needs classrooms, and the implications of 

constructivist learning theory for inservice and preservice teacher education. Her research has been 

published in the International Journal of Education and the Arts, Research Studies in Music 

Education, British Journal of Music Education, Mountain Lake Reader, Music Educator’s Journal, 

and Visions of Research in Music Education. Deborah currently serves as Chair-Elect for the MENC SRIG: Children 

with Exceptionalities.  

Prior to teaching at the university level, Blair taught elementary general music, high school choir and general music, and 

several after-school music groups at the elementary and middle school level including choir, keyboard, recorder, and 

percussion ensembles.  

Blair is an active presenter in the field of music education, and has made numerous presentations at the local, state, 

national, and international levels. She has served as curriculum consultant for the Michigan Department of Education 

and as an educational consultant for the Detroit Symphony Orchestra.  Blair received her Ph.D in Music Education, 

where she was awarded the Dissertation Award for research. She received a Master of Arts in Choral Conducting from 

Eastern Illinois University and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music from Calvin College.  
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